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in this widely acclaimed history of modern china jonathan spence achieves a fine blend of narrative richness and efficiency the
search for modern china offers a matchless introduction to china s history

china today is never out of the news from international finance to human rights controversies global coverage of its rising
international presence and the chinese economic miracle it seems to be a country of contradictions a peasant society with
some of the world s most futuristic cities heir to an ancient civilization that is still trying to find a modern identity this very
short introduction offers the reader an entry to understanding the world s most populous nation giving an integrated picture of
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modern chinese society culture economy politics and art in this new edition rana mitter addresses china s current global
position accounting for the country s growth in global significance over the past decade about the series the very short
introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new
ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

providing an indispensable resource for students educators businessmen and officials investigating the transformative
experience of modern china this book provides a comprehensive summary of the culture institutions traditions and
international relations that have shaped today s china covers contemporary chinese politics economy geography law
education culture and history providing readers with a breadth of insights into modern china and its people addresses a variety
of current issues such as pollution corruption human trafficking human rights civil liberties and the one child policy contains
accessible information ideal for high school and college level students grade school teachers and any readers interested in the
general topics of asia and china

charts western influence and national development beginning with the mid 19th century when china encountered the west and
began to enter the modern age this encyclopedia offers an overview of the world s largest and most populous nation the
coverage includes not only major political topics but also surveys the arts business literature education journalism and all
other major aspects of the nation s social cultural and economic life the encyclopedia also offers significant material on such
often neglected subjects as women and minorities modern drama sino french war the federalist movement overseas chinese
mongolian independence and more special emphasis throughout is on the dramatic changes that have taken place in the
country since the end of world war ii provides an overview of the modern era the entries are written by china specialists who
are thoroughly familiar with every aspect of the nation and its peoples while history predominates the articles cover all
academic fields and include considerable material on recent decades as well as on earlier periods there are entries on national
political leaders and key thinkers major events and trends in the nation s history institutions organizations and currents of
thought that led to the emergence of the modern nation the encyclopedia s longer essays offer detailed and insightful surveys
of censorship important eras literary movements powerful social groups anti imperialism campaigns five year plans the sino
vietnamese war economic breakthroughs and other vital topics the coverage is informed by a thorough exploration of the
historical role of chinese nationalism a potent force that was shaped by the need to retain national unity and independence
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under foreign assault

in modern china all that matters jonathan clements presents china as the chinese themselves see it he explains the key issues
of national reconstruction the cold war the cultural revolution and the dizzying spectacle of china s economic reform clements
offers a chinese perspective on such events as the handover of hong kong and chronicles the historical events that continue
to resonate today in chinese politics economics culture and quality of life a final chapter examines china s role in the global
marketplace its indirect effect on foreign economies from australia to america to africa and its growing military might with an
assessment of the damage done to its environment and population in his most provocative assertion clements suggests that
china s contemporary problems are not the trials of a developing nation but a possible vision of our own future this accessible
and readable book will appeal both to students and general readers giving a fascinating introduction to modern china and
what matters most about it

at the end of a century of political upheaval there is worldwide speculation about the growing influence of china on the world
political and economic stage in the near future interest in chinese history and current affairs is growing apace this companion
to modern china aims to meet the need for information amongst businessmen journalists politicians and statesmen it brings
together historical insights up to date statistics and analysis and reasoned forecasts concerning the future the story of
modern china is recounted through an introductory essay and is supported by an extensive list of 500 a z dictionary style
entries which form the body of the text a concluding essay sketches out the options for china s future political social and
economic development

this path breaking book argues that printing both with woodblocks and with movable type exerted a profound influence on
chinese society in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries

this work provides an informative guide to the roots of modern china it also looks at the key challenges and opportunities that
face china in the 21st century

prasenjit duara offers the first systematic account of the relationship between the nation state nationalism and the concept of
linear history focusing primarily on china and including discussion of india duara argues that many historians of postcolonial
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nation states have adopted a linear evolutionary history of the enlightenment colonial model as a result they have written
repressive exclusionary and incomplete accounts the backlash against such histories has resulted in a tendency to view the
past as largely constructed imagined or invented in this book duara offers a way out of the impasse between constructionism
and the evolving nation he redefines history as a series of multiple often conflicting narratives produced simultaneously at
national local and transnational levels in a series of closely linked case studies he considers such examples as the very
different histories produced by chinese nationalist reformers and partisans of popular religions the conflicting narratives of
statist nationalists and of advocates of federalism in early twentieth century china he demonstrates the necessity of
incorporating contestation appropriation repression and the return of the repressed subject into any account of the past that
will be meaningful to the present duara demonstrates how to write histories that resist being pressed into the service of the
national subject in its progress or stalled progress toward modernity

most writing on modern china dwells on those aspects which are new to china since the communist takeover stressing above
all politics marxism economic and agricultural development first published in 1985 modern china argues that all this writing
creates a false impression of what present day china is really like this book contends that much of traditional china remains
particularly at the grass roots level and that buddhism and the buddhist tradition continue to exert an influence politics in
communist china is best understood in the context of this tradition throughout arguments are supported by revealing how
tradition continues in the economy in society and the family by examining in detail the buddhist tradition and by using the case
study of education to show the interplay between modern and customary forces

a brief introduction to the history politics society and culture of china

this guide to people places ideas and events crucial to an understanding of a rising world power focuses on society and
politics and their impact on china and the world hutchings provides over 200 short essays arranged alphabetically covering
figures and events from sun yat sen to jiang zemin and the boxer rebellion to tiananmen square

learn about the rising economic power of the east the sleeping dragon has awoken and it looks as if the 21st century is
shaping up to be the chinese century teach yourself modern china is your perfect primer about this asian tiger its economy
politics society and culture and the key forces that have shaped it the book also ponders the implications for the rest of the
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world of the phenomenal economic growth china has experienced over the past decade

excerpt from modern china a political study this book is an attempt to deal some of the important problems which confront
the chinese statesman and diplomat and those who have anything to do with china it has been the author s hope to give a true
picture of things in the far east and to suggest constructive schemes for every subject touched upon he has tried to avoid
patriotic bias and to discuss politics with disinterestedness and it is hoped that he has not altogether failed in his efforts the
world has become small through the rapid means of communication and through the economic interdependence of its
different parts and it is certain that before many years have passed a country with a territory extending over four million square
miles and with a population of nearly four hundred millions will play a far more important part in the intellectual and economic
developments of the world that it does at present it will indeed be most gratifying to the author should this book afford some
food for thought to readers interested in human progress and international relations most of the chapters were written while
the war was still in progress and that explains the present tense in sections 2 and 3 of chapter 9 on china in the war and on
chinese labour section i in the same chapter has been revised since the armistice and again since the signing of the peace
treaty about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at
forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do
however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve
the state of such historical works

in this complete guide to modern china michael dillon takes students through its social political and economic changes from
the qing empire through the civil war and the communist state to its incarnation as a hybrid capitalist superpower key features
of the new edition include a brand new chapter on the xi jinping premiership coverage of the recent developments in hong
kong unique analysis of tibet and xinjiang teaching aides including biographies of leading figures timelines and a glossary
clearly and compelling written this textbook is essential for any student of the history or politics of modern china

in the second half of the 19th century china appeared as the sick man of asia rocked by recurrent revolts and huge natural
disasters ruled by an anachronistic imperial system and humiliated by foreign invasions karl marx saw it as bound to
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disintegrate like any mummy carefully preserved in a hermetically sealed coffin the first half of the 20th century was even
worse culminating in fourteen years of invasion by japan four years of civil war and three decades of chaotic oppressive rule
by mao zedong that killed tens of millions now at the start of the 21st century china is a major global force booming
economically and confident that it holds the keys to a future in which it will rival the united states it is impossible to
understand modern china without understanding the country s terrible recent past and jonathan fenby s magnificent new book
is the essential work the penguin history of modern chinais both a brilliant narrative crammed with surprising and interesting
stories and a profound study of the nature of political power and its abuse

traces the history of china and its relationship with the west from the thirteenth century visit of marco polo to the present day
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